April 14, 1983 LB 630

CLERK: M. President, | have no E & R anmendnents to 630.
The first anmendnment | have to the bill is offered by
Senator Vard Johnson.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senator Vard Johnson, on your substitute
amendnent to the original anendrment that you had.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: M. Speaker, menbers of the body, |
am actual |y substituting an anmendnent which deals with

the very same subJect that it is sinply a question of

where the capital construction nonies i nvolved are to

go. Thls is the. « . the amendnment that we are tal king
about is an anendnent that woul d add 4200, 000 to the
capital construction budget for the next fiscal year and
then 4366,000 for the fiscal year follow ng the next fiscal
year for the purpose of renodelling the first floor of the
State Capitol building so that we woul d have two new hear -
ing rooms. As you probably. . . probably each of you have
been visited by Harlan Johnson of ny office. Harlan has
taken the tlnme to show you the schematic draw ngs of the
heari ng roons that have been on our draw ng board for sone
point in time. | hope that he has explained the hearing
roomissue to you fully and carefully. But let nme go
through 1t again. In 1978 we first renovated space on the
first floor and devel oped hearing roons. The hear1lng roons
that we have are the hearing roonms currently used by the
Revenue Committee primarily and the Education Commttee.

I think the kind of comrent that we have received on those
hearing roons fromthe public has gust been overwhel m ngly
supportive. In the main the public is nost appreciative of
our having decent hearing roons for the public to attend
on bl1l presentations. Now we have over the long pull been
wanting to provi de conparabl e hearing roons for virtually
all of our commttees W have al ways kno~however, that
this is a fairly longprocess to have effected because every
hearing roomthat we add sinply costs us noney. So what
the Executive Board is recommending to the Legislature is
this. We are recommendi ng that we actually add 4200, 000
to our capital construction budget for the 83-84 fiscal year
and then 4366,000 to our capital construction budget for
the 84-85 fiscal year for a total of 4566,000. Wth that
money we will be able to renodel the first floor of the
State Capitol building inaccordance with the little sketch
that you have on your desk. This will allow, this in effect
will give us two new hearing roons that can be shared by
four to five coomittees altogether. | think one of the
things that everyone of you should be aware of in |ooking
at this matter is the level of attendance by the public
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